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HON PETER COLLIER (North Metropolitan — Minister for Education) [2.07 pm]: On Monday, 
21 September 2015, together with the vice chancellors of Western Australia’s five universities—
Professor  Paul  Johnson of the University of Western Australia; Professor Deborah Terry of Curtin University; 
Professor Steve Chapman of Edith Cowan University; Professor Andrew Taggart, acting vice chancellor of 
Murdoch University; and Professor Celia Hammond of the University of Notre Dame—I launched the strategic 
plan for higher education in Western Australia. This multifaceted strategic plan was developed to enhance the 
higher education sector in Western Australia. A key strategic goal of the plan is to “assist higher education 
institutions to further develop international relationships, including international research collaboration”. 
With this in mind, between 28 September and 2 October 2015, I led a 14-member delegation of vice chancellors 
and other senior officials from Western Australia’s universities to Beijing, China, and Hanoi, Vietnam, to 
support greater collaboration between our respective universities. All five Western Australian universities 
participated. The goals of the visit were to develop new partnerships and build on existing collaborations; 
increase collaboration in research, including research addressing important global issues; promote international 
exchanges of staff and higher degree research students; promote opportunities for Vietnamese and Chinese 
students to undertake undergraduate studies in Western Australia; and promote opportunities for 
Western  Australian undergraduate students to undertake studies in China and Vietnam. 
In Beijing, the delegation visited the Ministry of Education, the University of the Chinese Academy of Sciences, 
the China Scholarship Council, the Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences and the Beijing Association of 
Science and Technology. The high-level officials we met were very positive about enhancing relationships with 
Western Australian universities. These opportunities will be followed up by the universities with the support of 
the Western Australian government. Of particular interest to me is a proposal from the Ministry of Education for 
students to participate in short-term exchanges between universities in China and Western Australia for up to one 
semester. I am awaiting a specific proposal after which implementation can be planned. 
The visit to the Chinese Academy of Sciences included an opening ceremony for the Joint Centre for the 
Prevention and Management of Exotic Invasive Species, an initiative with Murdoch University. The delegation 
visited one of the top high schools in Beijing, the Chenjinglun High School, which has a cross-cultural 
partnership with Mount Lawley Senior High School under the Australian Building Relationships through 
Intercultural Dialogue and Growing Engagement—BRIDGE—school partnership project. During this visit, 
I  took the opportunity to take a class of year 10 students, providing an overview of the Australian political 
system. The meeting with the Beijing Association of Science and Technology discussed the annual science 
creativity contest run by the association in China, in which students from Shenton College have participated for 
the past six years. The delegation hosted a dinner in Beijing that was attended by more than 100 people, 
including many Chinese partners of our universities. This was an excellent opportunity to reinforce existing 
networks and discuss new opportunities. 
In Hanoi, the delegation met with the Ministry of Education and Training, the Ministry of Science and 
Technology, the Ministry of Labour, the Institute for Agricultural and Rural Development, the Ministry of 
Health and the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment. Senior Vietnamese officials are very 
enthusiastic about developing greater collaboration with our universities in their drive to develop a strong 
modern economy. The Ministry of Education and Training is also interested in a university student exchange 
program. The Australian Ambassador to Hanoi hosted a reception at his residence for the delegation to meet 
potential education partners. The delegation also hosted a lunch for around 50 government and business officials 
in Vietnam to promote collaboration with our universities. Some of the attendees have already written to me with 
their proposals for future cooperation. 
In both Beijing and Hanoi, I hosted media conferences together with the most senior representative of each 
university. The conferences gained considerable exposure for Western Australia and our universities in the 
electronic and print media. The visit was highly successful, opening up many opportunities for greater 
collaboration between Western Australian universities and their counterparts in China and Vietnam. 
The  universities and I are fully committed to following up new opportunities that emerged from the visit. I table 
a copy of the itinerary of the tour. 

[See paper 3608.] 
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